Rotary club misgivings
As the President of Purley Rotary Club, I submit the following report setting out our club's serious misgivings about some draft proposals to develop parking areas in Purley town. They will be highly damaging to the life, prosperity and potential of our local town. We ask that the Commission seek their removal. David Osland President Rotary Club of Purley Car Parking in Purley 1. This submission to the Opportunities and Fairness Commission is about the risk to the car parks in the centre of Purley and the consequences of the loss of these facilities. 2. The “Croydon Promise”, is a council document in which the council’s proposals for various areas in Croydon are set out. The plans for the South of the borough (page 36) and Purley in particular show housing developments at the current Multi Storey Car Park (MSCP) 50-54 High Street, the station car park in Whytecliffe Road South and the car park in Russell Hill Place. The council plans Compulsory Purchase Orders (CPOs) for all of these car-parks for new housing. Replacement parking spaces will be few and for residents only. Acquisition of these sites will mean the loss of; 428 long and short stay places from the MSCP, 167 long stay places at the station car park and 40 long and short stay places in Russell Hill Place (over 600 in total). 3. These car parks currently have high usage, particularly during weekdays. The Station Car Park is nearly 100% utilised, the MSCP long stay is over 93% and Russell Hill Place nearly 100% all days. They are used by a combination of visitors, workers, local businesses and commuters, along with users of the popular leisure centre. They all bring vital business to Purley in different ways and supply supplementary parking for the staff and patients of Purley Memorial hospital. 4. We are not aware of any evidence produced by the council as to the consequences of these changes. There will be considerable fallout if these car parks are lost, both for the current users and for the vibrancy of the centre of Purley. If the council is serious about the regeneration of Purley then it must keep car parking facilities as part of its future plans. The residents and businesses of Coulsdon are seriously concerned about the loss of their parking facilities in order to build a new supermarket (see here) as they understand the effects the move is having on the town centre and its businesses. Businesses in Purley have also identified the availability and position of parking to be an issue affecting trade and visits to the town (see here). 5. Purley is a natural focus in the south of the borough and should be the major centre in the area for regeneration. It has the highest public transport accessibility level in the south to bring in people by this means, but once away from main bus routes, there are lots of places in the south of the borough with poor public transport access, and whose residents' only means of getting to Purley centre is by car. These people will lose out considerably and will take their custom elsewhere where they can park. In addition, local traders will find it difficult to bring in their supplies if the parking facilities are lost. Commuter use also enhances the centre of Purley as people can conveniently shop near the station or in one of the convenience stores that have recently opened. The moves to regenerate the centre of Purley through markets and the Purley Festival will also be in danger if these facilities are withdrawn. 6. It is no coincidence that large local businesses in Purley and the Purley Way ensure they have large parking facilities to keep their businesses going. But Purley centre also wants a wide range of small traders and shops and this will not be possible unless public car parking is available. 7. The National Planning Policy Framework (page 11, para 40) states Local authorities should seek to improve the quality of parking in town centres so that it is convenient, safe and secure, including appropriate provision for motorcycles. They should set appropriate parking charges that do not undermine the vitality of town centres. Parking enforcement should be proportionate. In addition, The London Plan 2015, (page 263, Policy 6.13 Parking, para E, sub para c) says:- “In town centres where there are identified issues of vitality and viability, the need to regenerate such centres may require a more flexible approach to the provision of public parking to serve the town centre as a whole”. Summary 8. in summary: a. adequate car parking is key for the vitality of town centres and the success of local businesses; b. the current facilities in Purley are at risk from council policies; c. Purley Town centre will not regenerate unless these facilities are saved. We hope the Opportunities and Fairness Commission will support moves to retain the car parking facilities in the centre of Purley.
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